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men in scholarship, science and the arts. This is no mere coinci-
dence: the aim of universities and academies is the same. It may
be said that the first are the Church Militant, the second the
Church Triumphant: in both cases a Church, preserving the
ideals of discipline and tradition. In the old world, at any rate,
they are eminently conservative agencies: the radical individual-
ist and the reckless pioneer have no place in the academic
scheme. We may add, irrelevantly, that the word academic is
sometimes used in the sense of "divorced from practical life."
This conservative influence of the academies may be illus-
trated by a famous example: of all these institutions, the one
which, in the realm of literature, has enjoyed the greatest pres-
tige is the French Academy, and it was founded by Cardinal de
Richelieu as part of his great effort for the restoration of order.
Richelieu's method was at the same time authoritarian and lib-
eral 5 he desired to suppress anarchy in every domain, but he
was willing that every domain should enact and enforce its
own laws. In his mind, his Academy was to be endowed, not
merely with prestige, but with power. It was to codify and in-
terpret the law, as it had descended from the ancients j and for
that purpose, it was expected to issue treatises on rhetoric and
poetry, a dictionary, and a grammar. It was also to apply the
codes thus promulgated: Corneille, found guilty of violating
the Aristotelian rules in his tragedy Le Cid, was courteously
but firmy reprimanded, in spite of his acknowledged genius.

This is a conception which remains very attractive: no wonder
it was so strongly advocated by Matthew Arnold. In the welter
of literary production, ephemeral, sensational or vulgar, we
long for expert guidance. We want the rules of the game to be
drawn up, in accordance with the experience of the race 5 and we
want to see those rules applied in definite cases by the best qual-
ified judges. Thus we hope to have standards, and by these
standards, to tell, infallibly, right from wrong. If Richelieu had
had his imperious way, France would have provided a veritable
Utopia for the literary world.

That is why the long and honored career of the French Acad-